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Manassas Park Vision Zero Action Plan - Tonight

Manassas Park is developing a Vision Zero Action Plan with the goal of “zero deaths, zero
serious injuries” on the city's transportation network. The city is partnering with Prince William
County, funded by a 2023 Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) Program grant.

The public is invited to complete a survey and mark locations where there are transportation
safety concerns on an interactive map.

First community meeting on the plan is on October 30, 6:00-8:00pm in the chambers of the
Governing Body at 100 Park Central Plaza, Manassas Park, VA 20111.
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Still Time to Comment on Draft Active Fairfax Plan

Want to make suggestions on where Fairfax County trails should connect with Prince William
County trails, and to identify preferred locations for crossings of Bull Run and Occoquan River that
would create a well-connected trail network? (NOTE: some crossing are already included in the
draft - see above for proposed Bull Run bridge near Flat Branch/SplashDown Waterpark.)

You can comment on the Active Fairfax Proposed Active Transportation and Trail Network.

Greater Prince William Trails Coalition (GPWTC)
Quarterly Meeting: Comments Requested
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Eileen Sheridan, chair of the GPWTC, announced plans to update the 2022 aspirational trails
map during the October 24 Quarterly Meeting. The results will provide input to the Countywide
Trails Map in Prince William, as well trail plans in the cities of Manassas and Manassas Park.

For reference, the existing Prince William map is available as both a (large) PDF and as an
interactive map. You can also see online the Active Transportation Plan of Manassas Park,
The City of Manassas 2020 Comprehensive Plan includes the planned pedestrian network.
Updates and additions to the aspirational trails map should be e-mailed to info@gpwtrails.org

Also discussed at the meeting was one potential route of the PHNST east of Occoquan that would
trace along the edge of the sound wall at I-95/Route 123 intersection. A survey may be needed
to identify if there is enough width for a public trail. The National Park Service is looking for
funding for that survey.

Trails and Blueways Council (TBC) Meeting Notes

e TBC members approved a resolution to Prince William Board of County Supervisors with
specific projects in each magisterial district that could be funded in FY26 budget.

e TBC members approved a second resolution asking that county’s legislative agenda
include a request for General Assembly funding for a state designated trail. Two proposals
were suggested, the Potomac Heritage National Scenic Trail (PHNST) and the I-66 trail
connecting Prince William-Fairfax counties.

e Occoquan Greenway connection from Tanyard Hill Road to the town, which has been
funded, is at 60% design stage now.

¢ Prince William Transportation Department now has two trail counters. One will be installed
on the bike/pedestrian bridge next to Brentsville interchange.

¢ VDOT has approved a STARS study of all of Hoadly Road, stretching on Route 234 up to
Counselor Road. The western portion of Hoadly Road is designated as Bike Route 1, but
currently there is no safe bike lane there. Final report in March 2026 will produce 10%
design for some intersections, and is a key step in applications for Smart Scale and
Northern Virginia Transportation Authority (NVTA) grants.

¢ On March 5-6, a regional Technical Assistance Panel with Urban Land Institute personnel
will come to study Sudley Road Corridor. The brainstorming session will be followed by a
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report making recommendations on redeveloping the corridor.

¢ Prince William Planning Office is reviewing projects for 3,000+ new housing units along Vint
Hill Road corridor. There is no bike/pedestrian infrastructure currently in the area. If
houses are built, one challenge will be establishing connections to Broad Run Greenway.

The agenda and minutes of TBC meetings are online.

Prince William Conservation Alliance doing its October cleanup of
Cedar Run at Merrimac Farm Wildlife Management Area

Bull Run Cleanup

November 9 between 9:00-11:0am - the Bull Run Watershed Protectors invite families, work
colleagues, friends and school organizations to continue to make a difference in cleaning the
stream valley behind Costco, across Lomond to Ashton Rd. and the shops/restaurants adjacent
down to Walgreens at Sudley Manor Road.

Safety vests, grabbers and gloves to borrow, and water to refill reusable water bottles (bring your
bottles!) are provided Sign up.

POTOMAC HERITAGE NATIONAL SCENIC TRAIL

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY, PUBLISHED OCTOBER 25, 2024
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Potomac Heritage National Scenic Trail
Wayfinding and Amenities Implementation Study

The Northern Virginia Regional Commission has completed Phase 1 of the study. It documented
existing wayfinding and amenities along the trail in a report and interactive maps, and was
discussed in an October 21 webinar.

What's next? “Phase Two of the project, to be conducted in 2025, will examine where the trail
requires increased and improved signage and amenities for greater trail accessibility.”
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Powells Creek Crossing Update

Inform, the contractor hired to craft concepts for the Powells Creek Crossing between Leesylvania
State Park and Potomac Shores, has prepared several options that are now under review by the
Trails and Blueways Council and the Prince William Department of Parks and Recreation.

The 2019 bond issue provided $9 million for construction of this bridge/boardwalk.

Loudoun’s
Trails &
Waterways

In Other News...
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Loudoun County has rebranded the Linear Parks and Trails System. New name is
Loudoun’s Trails and Waterways.

Traffic counters are common - for cars. There are records in the Virginia Statewide
Active Transportation Count Network for just two counts of bike traffic in Prince William
County. VDOT will loan Eco-counters to non-profits interested in collecting traffic data on
bike and pedestrian facilities.

Trails are an investment that require coordinated planning and public funding - and more
than token funding. Planning for the 43-mile Fall Line Trail, connecting Ashland to
Petersburg, began in 2019. Construction will be completed around 2035 and will cost
$300 million.

Check out the October Statewide Bicycle and Pedestrian Program Newsletter and the
Virginia Bicycle Facility Inventory map from VDOT.

The State Trails Advisory Committee (STAC) Fall Meeting will be November 14, 1:30-
3:00pm. Link for electronic meeting will be posted one week in advance. Contact Salim
Chishti at PlanningResources@decr.virginia.gov for details.

The Virginia Trails Alliance got an update at its recent annual meeting from the State
Trails Office within VDOT. Jakob Helmboldt is now the State Trails Administrator and Cassi
Patterson is the State Trails Program Coordinator. The position for State Trails Program
Manager in the Local Assistance Division is currently vacant.

Charlottesville and Albemarle County are offering a weekly webinar series on “Addressing
Equity in Pedestrian Infrastructure” starting October 30, noon-1:00pm. Register online.

gOct 19, 2024 |

Prince William Department of Parks and Recreation has completed replacement of the bridge
on Segment 4 of the Occoquan Greenway, off Cotton Mill Drive.
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