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Occoquan Greenway Ribbon Cutting

On December 7, the new Hedges Run bridge will be opened officially. Ribbon cutting
will be at 11:00am, and the general public is invited. Park along Hedges Run Drive
next to Critton Circle, north of Lake Ridge Elementary School.
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National Capital Trail Network in Prince Wiliam County

November 3 meeting of the Transportation Planning Board (TPB) Technical
Committee include a report on the 2023 update to the National Capital Trail
Network. There are 1,621 miles in the planned network. Of the 773 miles now
existing, 82 were completed since July 2020 (27 miles/year, on average). Completing
the entire network by 2030 is a key part of meeting the region’s commitment to cut
greenhouse gas emissions.

One agenda item for the November 28 meeting of the Prince William County Trails
and Blueways Council: what to recommend for the 2024 revision of the National
Capital Trail Network, an update being done in conjunction with the new Visualize
2050 regional transportation plan. In 2024 MWCOG is also updating the larger
Bicycle and Pedestrian Project database in Project Infotrak, used to create the
Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan for the National Capital Region.

Active Prince William has identified where changes are appropriate in Prince
William, Manassas and Manassas Park.

The Community Energy and Sustainability Master Plan (CESMP), approved by the
Prince William Board of County Supervisors on October 24, included T.7 Improve
Pedestrian and Bicycle Infrastructure and Enhance Connectivity in the list of 25 high
priority actions.
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Part of that action is “Continue coordination with the COG Bike and Ped subcommittee
to complete the National Capital Bike Trail Network to increase access to opportunities
and other activities via non-motorized modes.”
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Manassas Trails Update

The final concept of the Grant Avenue Streetscape Plan was completed in 2017.
Plan includes lane reductions on Grant Avenue between Prince William Street and
Wellington Road to create a multi-modal boulevard. Detailed design, right-of-way
acquisition, and movement of utilities is now being followed by construction starting at
the intersection of Grant Avenue and Prince William Street.

The Van Metre development on Grant Avenue was approved by City Council in 2022.
Plan of development includes a new road and trail connecting Grant Avenue to Main
Street. That will provide new bike/pedestrian access from Georgetown South to
Osbourn High School and Baldwin Elementary.

Also, City of Manassas is rehabilitating the Winters Branch Pond and adding a
viewing platform. As part of the project, asphalt on the Winters Branch Trail will be
repaired where necessary and new signage will be installed.
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New Mapping Tool from Northern Virginia Regional Commission

The Northern Virginia Regional Commission (NVRC) has posted online the 2023
Recreational Trails Summit meeting materials, including notes from breakout sessions

and the attendee contact list, plus the presentations. Those who attended are
encouraged to fill out the post-event survey.

In case you missed it, the Mapping and Data Needs session included a demonstration
of a new mapping application in the GIS Data Warehouse - a data warehouse of
Northern Virginia trails data resources that are maintained by Northern Virginia
local governments, non-profit agencies, and NVRC.

Navigating the Trails In Silver Lake Regional Park

Prince William County Department of Parks and Recreation is advertising:
The trails at Silver Lake Regional Park can lead you along the lake, through the forest,
and back again. Bring your family and join us to learn valuable skills and knowledge
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on navigating park trails together. This program will build participants’ confidence and
comfortability while enjoying their experience in the outdoors.

This program is designed for children 8 years or older to be accompanied by parent(s)
or guardian(s). Program fee of $20 is per two people, register online.

Broad Run, as seen on November's Second Sunday Hike

Could Prince William County, Manassas Park or Occoquan
Become a “Bicycle Friendly Community”?

City of Manassas earned a Bronze designation from the League of American
Bicyclists in 2023, joining 14 other Virginia jurisdictions. In addition, Charlottesville,
Arlington, and Alexandria have earned a Silver designation.

A quick assessment reveals how Manassas Park and Prince William County need to
improve the bike/pedestrian environment to earn even an Honorable Mention.

Of course, the longest journey begins with the first turn of the pedals. Check the
awards criteria to see what is required to become a Bicycle Friendly Community.
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Can We Create A Trail to Connect Manassas Park to
SplashDown Waterpark?

If someone in Manassas Park wants get to SplashDown Waterpark, you need a car. If
you don’t have one available, or are not old enough to drive yet... walking/biking is

hard. There’s no clear trail, and no designated crossing over Flat Branch except at
Lomond Drive.

One possible solution is to build a trail along the route used by the wastewater pipeline
from Manassas to the treatment plant in Fairfax County.

The Upper Occoquan Service Authority (UOSA) is willing to consider the possibility.
UOSA staff joined members of the Greater Prince William Trails Coalition on an
November 3 exploratory hike.

Such a trail is not in the Prince William County 2040 Mobility Chapter, but is
proposed in the new Manassas Park Active Transportation Plan:

 Recommendation B-5: Shared-Use Path between Stonewall Park and Moseby
Court

 Recommendation B-6: Kirby Street Shared-Use Path
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¢ Recommendation B-8: Install Shared-Use Path in UOSA Easement Between

Price Drive and Manassas Park Public Works

¢ Recommendation T-4: Trail in UOSA ROW from Moseby Drive to Price Drive

Definition of Multi-use Trail
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\VDDT Virginia Department of Transportation

In Other News...

State Trails Office made clear in three “town halls” that it will focus on multi-use
trails, defined by four characteristics (see above). Statewide Trails Plan is
projected to be completed in Spring 2024, with a trails clearinghouse available in

Fall 2024.

Virginia Outdoors Foundation has scheduled a Thanksgiving Gratitude Hike at
Bull Run Mountains Natural Area Preserve on November 26, 9:30am-1:00pm.
Starting with the Mill Overlook, this 4-mile hike will focus on the history of the
people who lived in the Bull Run Mountains, and the challenges they faced to
make a living on the land. Register online.

Atlanta Uses Quick-Build Projects to Engage Community and Improve
Road Safety for Young Pedestrians and Bicyclists (from the Pedestrian and
Bicycle Information Center)

Did you know that in 2004, the Virginia Department of Transportation adopted a
Policy for Integrating Bicycle and Pedestrian Accommodations?

In 2022, 139 pedestrians and bicyclists in the Metropolitan Washington region
were Killed in traffic crashes, a staggering 35 percent increase from 2021.

The Main Problem With Pedestrian Deaths Isn’t the Pedestrians (New York
Times, October 28)

Plan ahead - the largest gathering of bicycling advocates in the country will be at
the National Bike Summit on March 19-21, 2024 in Washington DC. The League
of American Bicyclists has already opened registration.
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o Latest Trail Nation Collaborative newsletter includes registration info for the

How to Advocate for Biking, Walking and Trail Funding: Best Practices for
2024 State Legislative Sessions Zoom session on November 29, 1:00pm.
Explore the New Bike Trail that Runs 18 Miles Alongside 1-66 (Northern
Virginia, October 10). There is no I-66 parallel trail in Prince William County,
because the old county Comprehensive Plan did not include a route for it. The
2040 Mobility Chapter has a planned trail now, but it is too late to get Express
Mobility Partners to fund it as mitigation for widening I-66. An I-66 trail in Prince
William County is just a line on the map, at the moment.

o Advocates hope federal funding will help stem the tide of pedestrian

deaths (SmartCitiesDive, November 3, 2023)

Pedestrian fatalities have risen much faster than total fatalities
Percent change in number of fatalities from 2010 baseline
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