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A Trail Connecting Manassas-Clifton?

Manassas Park is thinking ahead and submitting a grant application for the US Department of
Transportation’s Active Transportation Infrastructure Investment Program (ATIIP):

Project Title: Rail-with-Trail adjacent to the Manassas VRE Line from Downtown Manassas to Bull
Run Trail in Fairfax County (Phase 1).

Project Description: This project will include the development of a conceptual plan for a 3-mile
section of the Manassas VRE Line Rail-with-Trail between Downtown Manassas and Bull Run Trail
in Fairfax County. This project is considered as Phase 1 of the overall project titled as “VRE
Manassas Line Trail: Landmark to City of Manassas” in the Northern Virginia Transportation
Authority’s Long-Range Transportation Plan, known as TransAction (ID 439). The first phase of this
multi-jurisdictional project will span across the City of Manassas, Prince William County, and the
City of Manassas Park.
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The trail is proposed along the powerline right-of-way parallel to the railroad tracks, with a separate
bike/pedestrian bridge across Bull Run. A location closer to the tracks might become a possibility if
the Virginia Passenger Rail Authority ever acquires the stretch of Norfolk Southern track between
Manassas-Alexandria. For more, see Figure 4 in the City of Manassas Park Active
Transportation Plan.

Neabsco Creek Boardwalk Turns 5!

-

Funding a Trail Segment is an Investment in Health

The Virginia Walkability Action Institute’s free monthly learning webinar on June 3 will be “Project
Planning and Funding.” It will review various ways to fund projects through local, state, and
federal sources. Participants will have the opportunity to learn best strategies to take advantage of
all the different sources of financial support that can make action plan ideas come to fruition.

The goal of the Virginia Walkability Action Institute, sponsored by the Virginia Department of
Health (VDH), in collaboration with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC)
Preventive Health and Health Services Block Grant (PHHS), is to increase access to physical
activity with a focus on walking and walkability.

The VWAI is facilitated by a cadre of national and statewide faculty and supports the Surgeon
General’s Call to Action on Walking_and Walkability and Physical Activity Guidelines for
Americans, 2nd Edition. The VWAI also supports Virginia’s collective efforts to create
neighborhoods and environments that promote health and safety through walking and bicycling
(Healthy People 2030).
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Route 123-Interstate 95 Interchange

The “purpose and need” statement of the new interchange includes “enhance bicyclist/pedestrian
accessibility.”

The latest proposed design by the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) includes a 16’
shared use path stretching between Devils Reach Road and Annapolis Way. One of the current
three travel lanes on the Route 123 bridge crossing over 1-95 will be used to create the shared use
path. Bikers and pedestrians will have to cross four interstate ramps that will have no traffic

signals.

There’s a New Walkway Through the Garden...

...at the Irongate community. With support from Home Depot and over 25 volunteers from Amazon
Web Services, Keep Prince William Beautiful (KPWB) installed park benches, collected litter,
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weeded/mulched, planted native species, and installed a new walkway through the garden.

Next opportunity: KPWB is maintaining the Dale City Elementary School trail on May 25, 9:00am-
1:00pm. No experience necessary - just bring your enthusiasm and willingness to help out. Be

prepared to lift and haul heavy bags of gravel down the trail and up a flight of stairs.

And yes, there’s pizza. Reserve your spot.

Godwin Trail = North (Funded) x O%

Project Description:

+ 10-foot wide, 0.9 mile shared-use path on the
east-side of Godwin Drive between Wellington
Road and Sudley Road.

* Pedestrian improvements at Ashton Avenue and
Godwin Drive

* Design and Construction phases funded with
Smart Scale funds

* Anticipated to start design in Summer 2024
Project Cost: $11.9M

More info:
WWW.manassasva.gov/sodwin

Project Manager: Sung Jin Chung, PE

Recently completed bike & pedestrian initiatives

= Centreville/Liberia Pedestrian Intersection Improvements
* Godwin Drive Shared Use Path
* Lee Manor Park & Cherry Street sidewalk connection

* 152 bike racks - 10 bike lockers — 1 repair station installed
since 2017

* New Bike Map — Completed October 2023 — can be found on
website or at the visitor center

* Bronze-Level Bike Friendly Community — Designation in June

.
= 2023
BIKE MAP * Request a bike rack/sidewalk & trail connectionviathe
Manassas Connect App < 7 r“r_;hf.'._"-.:a__ :
AAManaccac

City of Manassas continues to fund and build the trail projects in its Capital Improvements Program.
Check out the current trails on the Bike Map. The recording of the 2024 Bike and Pedestrian
Improvements Meeting on May 16 will be posted soon.
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May 17 Bike to Work Day at Manassas Park and Manassas VRE stations

Can Bicyclists...

...bike on a sidewalk?

Yes. Some Virginia localities prohibit bicycling on at least some sidewalks, but sidewalk bicycling
is OK in Manassas, Manassas Park, and Prince William County. County Code says it is legit to
use a bicycle or electric power-assisted bicycle on sidewalks.

... ride through Stop signs and red lights without stopping?
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No. Some states allow bike riders to treat stop signs as yield signs and allow bike riders to treat
red lights as stop signs - but not Virginia.

... be cited for NOT wearing a bike helmet?

Yes, if you are under 15 years old. According to the Bicycle Helmet Safety Institute, Manassas,
Manassas Park, and Prince William County passed ordinances in 1995-97 requiring safety
helmets for youth.

Have you seen the area trail maps for the Town of Occoquan (“trail town”),
including the 40-mile Occoquan Watertrail?

In Other News...

e GPWTC’s next Quarterly Meeting is June 27, 10:00-11:30am. Mark your calendar and
register now.

¢ Interested in results of the results of the Northern Virginia Bicycle Facilities study? Bicycle
and Pedestrian Subcommittee of Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments
(MWCOG) will meet May 28, 1:00-3:00pm, in person at the Ronald Kirby Training Center.
Contact Michael Farrell for more details.

e Have you seen the Bicycle Safety page of the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles?
Virginia Bicycling Federation helped update it last year.

¢ The Washington Area Bicyclist Association (WABA) recommends checking out the bike_
maps layer on Google Maps and then... go for a ride on a route that is new to you.

e The Spring 2024 meeting materials for the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT)
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee (spring newsletter, presentations packet, and
meeting video recording) are available online.

¢ Input closes June 3 to the Northern Virginia Regional Commission (NVRC) study to identify
the most feasible route options for completing a network gap in the Potomac Heritage
National Scenic Trail (PHNST) in Loudoun County. You can add your comments directly to
an interactive map, fill out a short questionnaire, or send a comment directly to the planning
team.

e A separate NVRC recreational trails survey for Northern Virginia closes June 7 - submit
comments online.

¢ Trails offer both recreation and mobility, including transportation resilience for medical, fire,
and police personnel when hurricanes flood roads. For more, see Trails and Resilience:
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Review of the Role of Trails in Climate Resilience and Emergency Response (Federal
Highway Administration, 2023).
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Make your safety a priorit

for more detailed bicycling safety information please visit:

https://mwww.dmv.virginia.gov/safety/programs/bicycle-safety

Bicycles may be ridden on sidewalks unless

prohibited by signs or local ordinance.

Give pedestrians a warning before passing at

reasonable speed.

Anticipate the actions of other road users
and watch out for road hazards.
Watch out for bus traffic and people getting

on or off the buses.

Ride in the same direction as traffic when

bicycling on a roadway.

Obey all traffic signs and use proper hand
signals to alert others before turning right or
left.

Stop and look both ways before entering the
street from a private road, driveway, alley or

building.

Avoid right-turn only lanes and paved
shoulders when proceeding straight

through an intersection

Wear a helmet to prevent brain injuries in

falls or crashes.
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Wear bright colored clothing, and secure

loose pant legs. If riding at night, wear

reflective clothing and apply reflective tape

to your bicycle.

Pass vehicles with extreme care. Turning

vehicles may not see you.
Be aware of motor vehicle blind spots

while riding or when stopped at an

intersection.

BICYCLING SAFETY IN GREATER PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY
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Our mailing address is P.O. Box 1674, Woodbridge, VA 22195
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