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Broad Run Greenway Update

Replacement of the northern hiking bridge over Rocky Branch is scheduled for this Summer, so
look for that broken trail connection to be fixed soon. The bridge, which was washed out several
years ago, will be returned to the same location.

The Trails Map in the Mobility Chapter of the 2040 Comprehensive Plan includes an extension
upstream to Rollins Ford Park/Lake Manassas. That will require acquiring rights for a public trail
across privately-owned land.

The Prince William Department of Parks and Recreation currently lacks funding and staff to
negotiate the significant land acquisitions required to build planned trail. That shortfall could be
addressed by the Board of County Supervisors (BOCS) in the FY26 budget. County staff start
planning the FY26 budget in September, and trail advocates can contact their magisterial district
supervisor and the chair now to express their budget priorities.
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Building Community and Health Through Walkability:
The 15-Minute City

In the latest U.S. News & World Report 2024 Healthiest Communities report, the City of Falls
Church was ranked #1 because “Falls Church posted the highest walkability index score — a
measure included in the infrastructure category — and rates among the nation’s best on a similar
measure reflecting the share of its population living close to a destination like a library, museum or
playground.”

The mayor said “Being part of a 15-minute city — where all needs can be met within a 15-minute
walk or bike ride — has been a core draw for new residents and businesses.”

Manassas and Manassas Park are well on the way to building their “active transportation
networks.” Prince William County has a trails plan to create live-work-play walkable
communities.

Most are in places where developers will not be building “free” trails by proffers. To meet the
county’s Strategic Plan vision, funding for bike/pedestrian infrastructure. The FY25 budget
included an additional $1 million to start building the Countywide Trails Network. Prince William’s
FY26 budget offers an opportunity for the Board of County Supervisors to provide the serious
funding required to build 300-400 miles of trails in the 2040 Mobility Chapter.
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Easement Donated for Occoquan Greenway

Vicky Newman has generously granted a permanent public trail easement across a parcel of
private land for Section 6 of the Occoquan Greenway. Trail will run on top of the Prince William
Water sewer line along Hooes Run. Lake Ridge Parks and Recreation Association (LRPRA) has
been an excellent partner in developing the Occoquan Greenway as well.
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East Coast Greenway Gets $70 Milllion Federal Grant

Seven East Coast Greenway projects will be funded by the most recent US Department of
Transportation’s Rebuilding American Infrastructure Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant. The
East Coast Greenway, stretching 3,000 miles from Maine to Florida, is one-third completed so
far.

One project in Virginia was funded by the RAISE grant. $5.3 million was provided for the 2.2 mile
Segment 3C of the 2-mile long Suffolk Seaboard Coastline Trail, which is part of the regionally-
planned South Hampton Roads Trail.
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Building Trails Beneath VDOT Bridges

The Greater Prince Willam Trails Coalition initiated an August 8 online meeting of staff from Prince
William County and the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT), plus the chair of the Trails
and Blueways Council. The discussion focused on how to authorize trails within the VDOT right-
of-way, especially for construction and maintenance of trails along streams beneath VDOT
bridges.

A clear solution to the problem was identified. As the Countywide Trails Plan is refined, Prince
William will notify VDOT about the 20 or so specific locations where a permit or other VDOT land
use authorization is required.

The Prince William Department of Parks and Recreation will work directly with the county’s
Transportation Department to coordinate trail development on future locally-administered road
construction projects. That could ensure the planned Van Buren Road extension includes a
bike/pedestrian connection to the Powells Creek Greenway underneath.

An annual meeting with VDOT to coordinate trail construction plans of various jurisdictions was
proposed. That meeting might discuss highway restriping plans to create bike lanes on roadways,
mimicking the planning process already used in Fairfax County. (As an incentive to spur
coordination, the Greater Prince Willam Trails Coalition offered to provide donuts and coffee.)

VDOT has already established a new standard for stream crossings to include a flat bench cut to
serve as a wildlife crossing. Such a flat segment underneath bridges, rather than just steep-sided
embankments, would simplify future trail construction as funding becomes available.

At the state level, the Department of Conservation and Recreation (not VDOT) is the point of

contact for getting authorization for trails underneath CSX, Norfolk Southern, and Virginia
Passenger Rail Authority railroad tracks. It is possible that the State Trails Office, which is now a
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VDOT organization, could facilitate a standardized and streamlined process for all local
jurisdictions to follow.
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FY30-31 Transportation Funding for Prince William County

The Board of County Supervisors has prioritized FY30-31 funding requests for Smart Scale
projects. Six projects, all to improve car travel, were endorsed at the July 16 meeting:

- Sudley Manor Drive and Route 234 Interchange

- Route 29 (Linton Hall to US 15) Corridor Improvements

- Old Bridge Road and Route 123 Intersection Improvements

- Prince William Parkway (Smoketown to Caton Hill) Corridor Improvements

- Dale Boulevard — Rippon Boulevard Corridor Improvements

- Van Buren Road North Extension (Route 234 — Cardinal Drive)

County supervisors also endorsed the City of Manassas Park's application for the Route 28—
Centreville Road Corridor Improvements Project (Manassas Drive—Spruce Street).

In Other News...

¢ The third annual Northern Virginia Recreational Trails Summit will be virtual on
September 5 from 10:00am-1:00pm (register online) and in-person on September
9 from 9:30am-1:00pm. The in-person capacity is limited to 100 attendees; register
separately.

¢ Interested in blueways? The 2024 Potomac River Conference, “Reeling in the Challenge of
Aquatic Invasive Species,” will be October 17, 8:30am-3:30pm, at River View in Occoquan
Regional Park. Check out the agenda from the Interstate Commission on the Potomac
River Basin (ICPRB).
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e September 13 is the deadline to apply for a Two for the Trails grant. Typical grants to

501(c)(3) organizations average $5,000-$10,000. For this cycle, projects must be
completed by the end of 2025.

Prince William County Planning Commission will get briefed September 11 on Final Report
and Recommendations of the Route 28 — Yorkshire: Multimodal Corridor Study. The
2040 Countywide Trails Plan includes a shared use path along Old Centreville Road from

Route 28 north to Bull Run.
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Copyright (C) 2024 Greater Prince William Trails Coalition. All rights reserved.

The Greater Price William Trails Coalition is a 501(c)(3) organization (EIN: 92-3087298).
Our mailing address is P.O. Box 1674, Woodbridge, VA 22195
To subscribe/unsubscribe, contact us at info@gpwtrails.org
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